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Composition of control and vitamin B2 deficient diets: -A control diet was of the same composition used in the preceding experimentation) except that vitamin B6 content was increased up to a concentration of 0.004%.
Vitamin B2 deficient diet was that which was devoid of riboflavin from the control diet.
Schedule of the experimentation was depicted in Fig. 1 (cf. Fig. 1 ). The results were given in Table I and Fig. 2 , indicating that the intestinal absorp tion rate of 57CoB12, in an average, was found to be 66.1% and 36.2% in the con trol and vitamin B2 deficient groups respectively. On viewing individual features in Table I , it may be noted that the absorption rate did not exceed a level of 60% Histologic findings of mucous membrane of gastric fundus region: -About 6 sections were prepared from the fundus region of stomach and stained with the Alcien-blue-hematoxylin stain.
An incidence of each of chief cells, mucous neck cells, parietal cells and columnar cells of surface epithelium was examined and expressed as % , as shown in In the other 2 cases (Nos. 22 and 24) atrophy of chief cells was also observed even though number of chief cells was not so decreased as observed in the above mentioned cases. provided good evidence for the participation of the gastric chief cell in IF production. They found that the region of the rat stomach most rich in chief cells possessed the greatest IF activity and that these same cells showed considerable B12 binding in histological sections. The chief cell as the source of production of gastric intrinsic factor in rats was also confirmed by Boass and Wilson6 in 1964 .
In 1941 Shaw and Phillip7 made a detailed histologic investigation upon the vitamin B2 deficient rats and concluded that there was no abnormality in kidney , liver, stomach, pancreas, small intestine and pituitary, except atrophy of the testis and thyroid glands and abnormally early evolution of the thymus .
In our present investigation, however , the thyroid glands showed no abnor mality in the vitamin B2 deficient rats.
